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MAY 2012 UPDATE 
A selection of news and dates for your diary 

Annual Meeting signals fresh start for 

the Friends 
February's Annual General Meeting of the Friends of 

Wanstead Parklands saw the election of a new 

committee and the beginning of an intense period of 

activity, as the group seeks to reinvent itself and strike 

out in new directions. 

Eight  people were elected at the meeting to serve on 

the committee - Richard Arnopp, Alan Cornish, Dr Greg 

Eglin, Jo Fensome, Paul Ferris, Stuart Monro, Ralph 

Potter and Dwight Wood. In addition, Tricia Moxey was 

nominated as representative by the Friends of Epping 

Forest, and Mark Galloway and Greg Harper were co-

opted at the first committee meeting. 

Alan Cornish, 72, who had led the Friends since the 

group was reactivated in 2009, decided not to seek re-

election as Chairman. The committee thanked Alan for 

his hard work, and elected in his place Dwight Wood, a 

local businessman who has long been active in the 

Bushwood and Area Residents Association. Alan remains 

on the committee as Vice Chairman. The other officers 

are Ralph Potter, as Honorary Treasurer, and Richard 

Arnopp as Honorary Secretary. Dr Sally Jeffery, the 

garden historian, continues as the group's President. 

New committee,  new goals 
The new committee has allocated "portfolios" to sub-

committees covering all of the areas that come within 

the group's remit, and has set itself a number of 

objectives. 

Firstly, membership has increased to well over a 

hundred, but the group recognises that it needs to do 

more to make itself more attractive to potential 

members, as well as to retain existing ones. Accordingly, 

a membership pack including a DVD is to be produced. A 

regular newsletter will be circulated, and a wider range 

of activities organised, including a programme of 

volunteering. 

Secondly, the group needs to recruit people with skills 

which are currently lacking, or where individual 

committee members are too heavily loaded. We would 

particularly welcome people with graphic design and 

web-related skills, and those with an aptitude for 

copywriting and desktop publishing.  

Thirdly, outreach is a key priority. Over the coming years 

we hope to build strong relationships with other 

community based groups, local schools, elected 

representatives and, of course, the park's custodians. 

The Friends needs more "ambassadors" to help build 

these links. 

More generally, we are looking for help from people to 

help deal with membership-related tasks, liaise with 

shops and other outlets about the display of posters and 

supplies of merchandise, or simply make deliveries to 

local members who don't have access to the internet. 

Please contact us if you think you might be interested in 

helping out.  Don't be afraid of what you might be letting 

yourself in for - you won't be pressured to do any more 

than you wish, and it doesn't matter if you don't wish to 

attend meetings. 

A single voice for Wanstead Park 
The Wanstead Parklands Community Project was set up 

in 2005 to raise public awareness of the park and 

campaign for its preservation and enhancement. 

Awarded a grant by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the 

WPCP produced a series of acclaimed DVDs and 

publications. In 2009 it sponsored the reactivation of the 

Friends, which had been dormant for some years.  

For almost three years, the two bodies have continued 

in parallel, with the Project focusing on research and 

strategic issues, and the Friends on visitor experience 

and day to day management of the park. However, in 
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view of the continuing overlap between the two 

committees, the WPCP has now decided to suspend its 

separate activities with a view to formally winding up 

later this year. Henceforth the Friends - a democratic, 

membership-based body - will be the sole voice for 

Wanstead Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The website - a rude interruption leads 

to a complete rethink 
On 1 May we were called by Dominic Sutton of the 

Wanstead and Woodford Guardian. Did we know, he 

asked, that our website had been hacked? 

 

Indeed it had, by an individual calling himself "Badi, 

Tunisian Hacker". 

This was a nuisance, of course, but we had backups, so 

none of the content has been lost. However, we have 

long been conscious that our site had considerable 

shortcomings, notably in the rather haphazard 

arrangement of the articles. So, we have decided to view 

the attack as a sign that it was time to redesign the site 

from scratch.  

At the time of writing there is just a holding page. 

Gradually we will upload much of the familiar old 

content, together with new material which we hope our 

visitors will find interesting. A new, more hierarchical, 

structure should make articles dealing with particular 

subjects easier to find, and we will be introducing some 

entirely new features. 

Facebook and Twitter groups "re-

branded" 
The Wanstead Parklands Community Project has had 

groups on Facebook and Twitter for some time. These 

have now been "re-branded" and placed under the aegis 

of the Friends. The Facebook group is simply called 

"Friends of Wanstead Parklands", and the Twitter 

account, formerly @WPCP2005, is now @FWP2009. 

Pending the return of our website to full working order, 

these offer the best way of keeping in touch with what 

we are doing. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW CHAIRMAN 

Wanstead Park is Grade II* listed. Dr Simon 

Thurley, leading architectural historian and 

Chief Executive of English Heritage, recently 

wrote that Wanstead Park is "of immense 

importance, being one of the most significant 

Parks in England". For several years it has been 

on English Heritage's register of parks and 

gardens "at risk". 

The Friends of Wanstead Parklands are raising 

awareness of the history of Wanstead Park and 

aim to halt its decline. We want the parklands 

to be more actively managed. These great 

gardens are 'rightly' for the entertainment, 

good health and economic vitality of the 

people of London especially Waltham Forest 

and Redbridge. You will be inspired when you 

visit and explore Wanstead Park for yourself. 

I look forward to hearing your ideas, comments 

or contributions. 

Dwight Wood  
Chairman 
info@wansteadparklands.org.uk 
07973 131429 
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New publication to be released soon! 
In the near future the Friends will be re-publishing 

Wanstead and its Park by Oliver S Dawson. Originally 

published in instalments in The Home Counties 

Magazine during 1907 and 1908, the text was adapted 

and expanded from a booklet which the author had first 

published in 1894. A century and more later, his work 

has acquired a period charm, but remains of value to the 

general reader or interested visitor to the park. Although 

Dawson's writings focus primarily on the Wanstead 

estate's successive owners, we have reused the 

photographs which illustrated his original booklet, as 

these give a good impression of what the park was like 

when he knew it. 

 

This edition will also include a good deal of new material 

about the author's own life, as well as a comprehensive 

set of endnotes to assist the modern reader. 

A new logo? 
The Friends are currently using an modified version of 

the Wanstead Parkland Community Project's old heron 

logo (See top of page 1). This was originally adopted 

because it refers both to both Wanstead Park's ecology 

and its history - the park was once owned by the Heron 

family.  

Now the committee is considering whether to mark the 

group's fresh start by adopting an entirely new design. 

The committee's view is that any new logo must be - 

1. simple, 
2. scalable, 

3. easy to reproduce clearly, and 
4. in some sense iconic.  

 
Eight options are set out below, including two 
adaptations of the heron design. Note that "Wanstead 
Park" would need to be amended to "Wanstead 
Parklands" in some of them. 
 

 
 
So, what do our members and supporters think? Which 

three designs do you think are best, and why? Are there 

any you really hate?  All input will be greatly 

appreciated. 

Photographic competition 

We're shortly going to be announcing a Wanstead Park 

themed photographic competition - children and adults, 

amateurs and professionals - we want everyone to get 

involved!  

 A calendar and postcards will be produced using 
the best images. 

 All entrants will get personal recognition on our 
website, with a selection of images going on 
permanent display in our photo galleries. 

 There will be at least two public exhibitions. 
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 AND 

 There will be cash prizes for adults, and 
vouchers for children! 
 

Most importantly, entrants will be making a difference 

by raising public awareness of Wanstead Park, a unique 

historic landscape and open space. The judging panel 

will include a professional photographer - Geoffrey 

Wilkinson of the "Eightyfour" gallery in Nightingale Lane 

- and a representative of the Friends of Wanstead 

Parklands. We will also be inviting Epping Forest 

management to nominate a judge.  

Please email us if you wish to be notified of the full 

details in due course. 

Recent activities 
THE LAKE SYSTEM - INITIATIVES BY THE FRIENDS 

The defining feature of Wanstead Park is its lake system, 

for the most part originally constructed between 1710 

and 1750, and now in a parlous condition due to 

leakage, silting and deteriorating water quality. The 

system was designed to be supplied by springs, ground-

water and (later) inflow from storm-sewers. However, in 

recent decades these sources have needed to be 

supplemented by pumping from the aquifers.  

The Friends have sought to identify solutions for 

problems both with the inflow of water into the system, 

and with leakage. They have also investigated possible 

sources of funding. 

Thanks to the work of ex-Chairman Alan Cornish with 

Thames Water, storm drains supplying the Shoulder of 

Mutton pond from the area around the Lake House 

estate were cleared out. More recently, drains on the 

Aldersbrook estate were checked, also on Alan's 

initiative, and were found to be working as designed. 

On 16 February Ralph Potter set up a meeting between 

representatives of the Friends, the Corporation, Thames 

Water and the Environment Agency. Although the 

meeting had few concrete outcomes, it allowed the 

parties to get to know one another, and clarified the 

positions of Thames Water and the Environment Agency 

on a number of important issues.  

Subsequently, the Friends explored the possibility of 

funding a hydrological survey of the park through an 

application to the Catchment Restoration Fund. 

Unfortunately, the application was not successful. 

Ralph Potter said: "A full hydrological survey of 

Wanstead Park is now an urgent priority. At the moment 

the situation is unsustainable - inflow into the system via 

pumping has been increased by 60% but is still failing to 

maintain levels in the Ornamental Waters.  

We have been advised by a leading hydrological 

consultancy that £82,000 would produce a report which 

would identify where the water being pumped into the 

lake system is going. Such a survey must form a key 

component of the Conservation Management Plan 

which the Corporation is committed to producing".  

Ralph concluded: "In 2013, when extraction licences 

come up for review, there is a real possibility that the 

Environment Agency will literally turn off the spigot. 

Wanstead Park can't wait much longer: the ball is in the 

Corporation's court". 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

The miserable weather in recent weeks meant that the 

Friends' geophysical survey work on The Plain in 

Wanstead Park had to go on the back burner. The 

electrical connections on our radar unit have no 

protection against water - something of a design flaw for 

a product sold in Britain! Now that the rain seems to 

have stopped for a while we hope to resume work. 

In the meantime, we have been doing desk research on 

prehistoric and Roman archaeology in east London, and 

Ralph Potter, Rob Wiseman and Richard Arnopp have 

produced an article for WEAG News - journal of the 

West Essex Archaeological Group - entitled Another view 

of the London to Great Dunmow Roman road. This 

outlines their continuing original research into this 

vanished route way, which once crossed the Wanstead 

area from the River Roding near Deynecourt Gardens, 

through George Green and across Bush Wood and 

Wanstead Flats. Rob has written an additional article for 

WEAG News entitled Wanstead Park LiDAR about the 

group's use of this airborne scanning technology. 
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MEETING WITH ENGLISH HERITAGE 

On 23 March representatives of the Friends met officials 

of English Heritage to discuss Wanstead Park's "At Risk" 

status and the lack of recent progress in dealing with the 

park's manifold problems. The Friends acknowledged 

the real difficulties currently faced by Epping Forest 

management over resources, but took the view that 

these are the consequence of the City Corporation's 

high-level budgetary priorities rather than simply an 

inescapable fact of life.  

The Corporation has argued that split ownership of the 

registered park is a material obstacle to progress. The 

Friends told English Heritage that, following a series of 

meetings with all of the principal stakeholders, they can 

find little evidence to support this contention. 

On a more positive note, English Heritage expressed a 

continued willingness to support both Epping Forest 

management and the Friends with grants towards 

suitable projects relating to the park. 

WREST PARK SEMINAR 

On 25 April Ralph Potter and Richard Arnopp were 

invited to attend "Understanding Historic Landscapes", a 

seminar organised by the Government Historic Estates 

Unit (now part of English Heritage). They found the talks 

interesting, and found the day to be a useful networking 

opportunity. In particular, they spoke to Jenifer White 

(who is responsible for coordination and development of 

English Heritage's historic designed landscape advice 

and guidance); and Edward Impey, (responsible for 

heritage protection and advises on making and 

managing changes to historic places as well as publishing 

the annual Heritage at Risk Register); and Paul Stamper 

(currently working on policy and heritage reform with 

English Heritage's Heritage Protection Team, also joint 

editor of Landscapes). Ralph and Richard were 

particularly pleased to introduce themselves to John 

Watkins (Head of the Gardens and Landscape team at 

English Heritage).   

ALLIANCE TO REDUCE CRIME AGAINST HERITAGE 

(ARCH) 

The Friends have become members of the Alliance to 

Reduce Crime against Heritage (ARCH) - a new voluntary 

national network which will take forward initiatives to 

tackle heritage crime and galvanise local action as part 

of the Heritage Crime Programme. The overriding 

objective of the group is to reduce the amount of crime 

that causes damage to or interferes with the enjoyment 

of heritage assets in England. Through conferences and 

training events, the group will be a means of discussing 

priorities, sharing information about heritage crime, 

carrying out training, highlighting best practice and 

making local contacts.  

Forthcoming events 
NATURE WALK  

Saturday 30 June - Friends committee member Tricia 

Moxey will lead a two hour General Natural History Walk 

in the City of London Cemetery starting from the 

entrance gates at 10.00am. This is arranged by the BNA, 

but anyone interesting in finding out more about the 

trees and wildlife of the Cemetery will be most 

welcome. 

MUSIC IN  THE PARK  

Saturday 7th July 2012 , 2.00pm - 10.00pm. Come along 

with the family and enjoy a day of music and fun in the 

Park. Venue: The Temple Garden, Wanstead Park 

Entrances: Northumberland Avenue E12, and Warren 

Road Ell. Price: All-day tickets £10.00. Concessions £4.00. 

Under-4's free. Live acts, attractions, a wide range of 

refreshments.  No seating provided. Please bring 

torches. Sponsored by Area 1 Committee and the 

Corporation of London, and organised by the 

Aldersbrook Families Association. Organiser Gill James 

says that volunteers are needed to - 

 i) Help to set up the tents and fencing on the 

morning of the event, from 9am-2pm. 

 ii ) Assist the team of marshals during the event 2pm 

- 10pm,  where required, which is mainly walking 

about checking everything is okay and helping people 

with inquiries, with the emphasis on litter picking, 

any  unsocial behaviour ( very little of this) such as 

barbecues,  and small jobs like checking the toilet 

paper supply!! 

iii)  Help sell tickets on the two gates in  2-hour shifts. 

This  would be really helpful, and does not require a 



Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/ 
Contact us: wanstead.parklands@googlemail.com 

 
 

high level of fitness. We do have a gate rota organiser 

so let me know if anyone wants to do this. 

iv) Clear up on Sunday morning 9am-11am, mainly 

taking down any remaining tents, and litter-picking. 

Enquiries: 020 8989 4898 http://www.aldersbrook.info/ 

FESTIVAL OF BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY  

14 July-19 August. Each year the Festival showcases the 

very best of British archaeology, by presenting hundreds 

of special events organised and held by museums, local 

societies, national and countryside parks, universities, 

and heritage organisations across the UK. The Festival 

presents everyone the opportunity to learn about their 

local heritage, to see archaeology in action, and to get 

involved. The Friends will be organising a small 

exhibition on Wanstead Park's rich archaeological 

heritage at The Temple, with guided walks to be led by 

members over the course of the Olympic and Festival 

period. Full details to appear on our website nearer the 

time. 

 

 

 

 

Bluebells in Chalet Wood 

 

 

 
Download a full official Epping Forest events 
guide for 2012 in PDF format - 
http://tinyurl.com/d6z5zdd 

 

Did you know? 
The term 'Wanstead Park' currently refers to three 

different entities which share the same name: 

(1)  The Public Park, which is 167.2 acres of publicly 

accessible Forest Land owned by the Corporation. (2) The 

Conservation Area, notified under the Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, designed to 

protect the character of an area totalling 299.2 acres 

including the Public Park, Golf Course and residential 

housing in Overton Drive. (3) The Area registered as a 

Grade II*Park and Garden of Special Historic Interest by 

English Heritage extending to 398.5 acres which includes 

the Public Park; Golf Course; Sports Grounds; Bush Wood 

and Wanstead Flats west of Lake House Road. The map 

below shows the boundary of the registered park. 

To add to the complexity, there are four landholders. 

These are (1) the Corporation of the City of London, which 

is custodian of much the largest part of the registered 

historic park including the Public Park, Bush Wood and the 

western flank of Wanstead Flats; (2) Wanstead Sports 

Associations Ltd (which consists of the golf club, cricket 

club, bowls club and tennis club); (3) Wanstead Parish, 

which is responsible for St Mary's Church (with the London 

Borough of Redbridge being responsible for the 

maintenance of the closed burial ground); and (4) the 

privately owned Blake Hall Club. 

It was to sidestep these issues of definition and ownership 

that our group adopted the name "Friends of Wanstead 

Parklands". We are concerned with the historic park (parts 

of which are now built up) and all of the surviving open 

spaces within or adjacent to it. 
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