
Welcome to our new members!
Most people today live busy lives, rushing about in
frenzy, juggling responsibilities and finances with the
hope of finding some tranquil moments during at least
part of the day! Getting out into the fresh air,
preferably in a green and pleasant space can meet that
essential need for tranquillity. Where better to do this
than Wanstead Park?

In becoming a member of the Friends of Wanstead
Parklands, you have indicated that you cherish its
special qualities and are interested in visiting it and
learning more about its fascinating history. Some
members may wish to become actively involved in
helping the Conservators of Epping Forest in their task
of keeping it free from litter, or straggling brambles.
Others perhaps may be more inclined to delve into its
past to uncover its historical legacy, get involved with
publicity or perhaps record what is there at the present
time - its landscape features, trees or wildlife.
However, for all of you it is its unique qualities which
have helped you to decide to become members.

Building a strong membership is good news for any
organisation. It demonstrates that there is a real
interest in the area and many hands can make light
work of any tasks undertaken, so I extend a warm
welcome to new members and ask that you continue
to spread the word that Wanstead Park is special. In
becoming a Friend of Wanstead Parklands you clearly
think so too!

Sorry if we've been a bit quiet lately

As you will see from the articles in this newsletter, a lot
has been happening over the last few months. One of
the consequences of this whirl of activity is that we have
recruited a very large number of new members. We are
very grateful for their support, but it is taking us a while
to put in place the machinery for running a large
membership-based organisation.

You will have heard from us about the recent litter pick,
but we'd be the first to admit that we wouldn't have
won many prizes for communication in recent months.
At the moment, we are still short of people willing to
undertake administrative tasks, and committee
members are very stretched. We can only ask you to
bear with us as we try to catch up.

CHAIRMAN'S UPDATE

Hello, fellow Friends of Wanstead Parklands!

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone

for joining and making their contribution to all the

great work that's been going on.

Quick Membership Update

The situation has improved dramatically in the last

few months: from 80 members we are now over

700 of various statuses - these numbers give us far

more credibility than in the past. We have

streamlined the membership process with

payments possible on the web site - thank you, Tim

and Greg for your work. The DVDs and various other

publications should be available to purchase online

soon.

The Committee

Our Honorary Secretary is stepping down in the

New Year in order to focus on our archaeological

project and rebuilding the website. So there is going

to be a vacancy! We are also looking for a

membership secretary to help look after this

important area of the administration - please drop

me a line if you're interested in either post.

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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Committee meetings take place at Wanstead Golf

Club second Wednesday of the month. A great

location and a brilliant barman!

In addition to committee posts, we are looking for

volunteers to help with some specific tasks: if you

feel you can help in any of the following ways,

please get in touch.

• Shop and library liaison. This involves

checking that our products are in stock,

that membership forms are available etc.

• Membership coordination. Updating the

database and liaising with members.

Distributing newsletters and DVDs to

those who need hard copies.

• Graphic design. Putting together leaflets

posters etc.

• Editor/copy-writer.

• Events coordination. Litter picks, monthly

activity days etc.

• A tree surgeon! Anyone qualified to

handle mechanical tree or scrub cutting

equipment to make ensure that

volunteers' time can be used most

effectively.

I know you are out there ... please contact me ....

Thank you, again, to the committee for the great

work. There is room for more members: we

welcome people from all kinds of backgrounds,

and with a range of ideas about the park's future

and what they would like to see preserved and

improved.

Our objectives are summarised in the Plea for

Wanstead Park written by Miriam Silverman (a

local historian and genealogist). See

http://tinyurl.com/cee7ffw

One of our major objectives has been to build a

friendly and positive relationship with the

Corporation of the City of London. We understand

their current resource and staffing difficulties, but

are trying to find a way forward that takes account

of the park's urgent problems and its national

importance. As you will see as you read on, some

important progress is being made.

Following our first litter pick in the park, we are

discussing further options for a list of hands-on

projects for the future. Things already on the list

include:

• Bramble clearing in bluebell wood

• Biannual litter picks

• Better access for the disabled

• Creating better access for the nature trail,

and highlighting historic points of interest in

the park.

Anyone who is willing, and can, help/ get involved in

any small way please step forward now! The old

adage many hands make light work definitely

applies.

Corporate Responsibility Days

We are looking to encourage future CSRdays so if

you are in a large company and want to help

Wanstead Parklands please get in touch. We can

even arrange launch at the golf club.

That's all for now. Look forward to seeing and

hearing from you

'Pwt.g~twoool

Chair of Friends of Wanstead Parklands

Email info@wansteadpark.org.uk or call

07973131429.

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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The Friends of Wanstead Parklands
website
The FWP website has been completely overhauled over

the past couple of months. It has been re-designed and

is now based upon the Wordpress web publishing

platform. Word press is an Open Source system which is

highly sophisticated and secure. It offers great flexibility

and can readily be expanded to meet our needs.

The address of the site is:

http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk

The site is organised around three main areas of

interest: News/Events, History and Ecology. Articles can

be accessed under these headings or by following

category links in the navigation menus.

Much of the content from the old website has been

carried forward but some has been left out. I know that

some Friends are missing some of the old content and I

am working to restore any material when asked to do

so.

Contributions

Most of the content is provided by long-standing

members of FWP and often by committee members

with particular interests. This will no doubt continue to

be the case but contributions are welcome from any

members.

If you wish to submit an article on any topic relevant to

Wanstead Park please send copy and manageable

attachments to the editor@wansteadpark.org.uk.

Please be aware that submission is not a guarantee of

publication and the FWP reserves the right to edit any

material submitted prior to publication.

Thank you,

Website Manager

New articles for the website
An important series of articles has been added to the

Friends website. Focusing on the owners of Wanstead

Park, and the impact they had on the park, it will be the

only place on the web where a detailed narrative history

of this remarkable cast of characters is available. See

http://tinyurl.com/d2ex8tb

Also look out for ...
... a colourful two-page feature on the fungi of Wanstead

Park in the December issue of the Wanstead Village

Directory. Written by mycologist Tricia Moxey and fellow

Friends committee member Richard Arnopp, it gives an

introduction to this fascinating and little-understood

group of organisms.

Wanstead Park programme for schools
A number of initiatives are being planned which will

create closer ties between local schools and Wanstead

park. The broad aim is to nurture a sense of 'ownership'

over the Park by local school children and their parents

and to encourage a greater appreciation of the Park as a

local amenity

The initiatives being planned are as follows.

Firstly, the production of appropriate educational

materials for schools which are directly linked to the

Park. Some very good materials are available at the

Temple for visitors, but the intention is to offer lesson

plans and worksheets directly to schools for use in the

classroom.

Secondly, work is on-going in regard to designing a

'Nature/History Table' for schools featuring flora and

fauna of the park together with photos and artefacts

which together provide a taster of what the park has to

offer. Certainly images taken as part of the current

photography competition could feature here and as

illustrations for a 'staffroom calendar' currently being

designed.

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
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Thirdly, a small morality play based on 'Wicked William'

will be offered to schools for use in morning assembly

and it may be possible for the 'friends' to acquire and

loan out appropriate costumes for such an event.

Finally, within the park itself, a series of educational

walks/trails are to be designed in order to encourage

visits. One hope is that it will be possible for an area of

the park to be set aside where schools could plant or

sponsor a tree with a view to monitoring its growth over

time.

The above ideas when implemented will be good

publicity but they should also engender a greater

appreciation and understanding of the park by pupils,

teachers, parents and consequently the local community

at large.

New logo
As you may have noticed from the front page, the

Friends have a new logo! Actually, it's not entirely new -

after much

agonising over a

range of designs,

we opted for an

amended version of

the WPCP's heron

logo. As well as

emphasising the

continuity between

the two groups, the

heron was

originally chosen

because it alludes

both to the ecology

of Wanstead Park

and its history - it

was owned for a

time by the Heron

family.

We have also

produced a new

pull-up banner for

use at events (See

right).

"Wanstead Park
is of immense

importance, being
one of the most

significant parks
in England"
Dr. Simon Thurley

Chief Executive,

English Heritage

"AtRisk"register
Wanstead Park's entry in English Heritage's register of

parks and gardens "At Risk" has been revised for the

year 2012-3: -

Condition: Extensive significant problems

Vulnerability: High

Trend: Declining

http://tinyurl.com/cgvz561

This rating is the worst since Wanstead Park was added

to the register and, in fact, represents rock bottom -

under English Heritage's criteria it can't get any worse.

Painful though this situation is to those of us who care

for the park, we hope that it will act as a "wake-up call"

to everyone concerned and a catalyst for much-needed

action.

Great news from English Heritage!
English Heritage, with the cooperation of the

Corporation of the City of London, has commissioned a

project to prepare a strategic assessment of the extent,

nature and vulnerability of the heritage assets in

Wanstead Park. The findings will provide a record of the

condition and value of the Park's many individual

heritage features and a basis for conservation

management, including the identification of sites where

targeted investigative work is recommended. The

assessment material will be compiled as a

comprehensive gazetteer of the condition of Wanstead

Park and its conclusions will direct steps for removing

the park from the "At Risk" Register.

This important project is being led by Compass

Archaeology, a well-known archaeological unit based in

central London. The Friends are fully involved in this

important project, and have offered 50 days of

volunteer time.

Hydrology
In our last newsletter we discussed the deteriorating

condition of Wanstead Park's eighteenth century lake

system. We are now very pleased to announce that the

Corporation has found funding to commission a

hydrology survey over a complete annual cycle. This will

be going out to tender in the near future.

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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With the English Heritage announcement that it is

commissioning a strategic assessment of the historic

landscape, two important pillars of a future

Conservation Management Plan are now in place.

VIP visitors
Members of the Friends committee have been showing

a succession of visitors around Wanstead Park recently.

Dr Sylvia Warman, a science advisor to English Heritage

who is liaising with the Corporation concerning the

proposed hydrological study, recently visited the park,

as did members of one of the consortia bidding for the

Strategic Assessment contract.

Leyton and Wanstead's Member of Parliament, John

Cryer, is also taking a personal interest in the campaign

for Wanstead Park. He visited the park earlier this year

in the company of members of the Friends to see its

condition for himself, and will be doing so again in

January.

UK Public Parks Summit
FWP committee members Ralph Potter and Richard

Arnopp attended the 2012 UK Public Parks Summit in

London - a national event to discuss priorities for the

management and maintenance of public parks in the

future. Speakers included key park professionals who

provided case studies as examples of best practice.

As well as being a useful networking opportunity, the

day included an important announcement - £lOOm of

new money is being made available for parks over the

next few years, with preference to those on the "At

Risk" register. We can think of an excellent candidate for

some of this money!

One of the presentations was given by Professor Ken

Worpole, author of the seminal Park Life Report, which

kick-started the revival of urban parks in 1995. This is a

paper he has written for the Heritage Lottery Fund to

explain why parks matter so much -

http://tinyurl.com/bwplk7y

Archaeology update
LAMAS newsletter

An article on the Friends' LiDAR project appeared in the

autumn newsletter of the London and Middlesex

Archaeological Society (LAMAS), bringing the group's

important work in this area to a wider audience. The

illustration we used is reproduced here -

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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of 25 on the

history of

Wanstead Park.

This took in the
They have been photographed both in situ and when free park's cast of

LiDAR is a form of laser scanning technology which can

"see through" vegetation and produce models of the

bare ground. By picking up very subtle features, which

may be invisible at ground level, LiDAR can provide

important information to archaeologists. In Wanstead

Park it shows up features of the once-famous gardens

very clearly.

Archaeology exhibition and guided walks

As part of the Festival of British Archaeology, the Friends

curated a very successful exhibition at The Temple over

the summer, focusing on how their archaeological

project is shedding light on the development of

Wanstead Park - one of London's most remarkable,

though least known, historic landscapes. The content of

the exhibition can be downloaded as a booklet in PDF

format - http://tinyurl.com/cns2j6n

In addition to the exhibition, the Friends held a

programme of free guided walks over the FBA and

Olympic period. These were moderately successful,

despite the atrocious weather, and a further series is

planned for 2013 (see forthcoming events).

We are grateful to the Golf Club and Tennis Club for

their help and cooperation.

Good news from the Golf Club
HISTORICALGATEPOSTS

As Part of on-going efforts to improve the appearance
and lighting at the entrance to Wanstead Golf Club the
historical iron gateposts, thought to date back to the
original Wanstead House, have been temporarily
removed.

standing. Several companies specialising in the
restoration of similar items have been sent copies of the
photographs and have been given detailed descriptions
of the gate posts and their current condition. We await
estimates of the cost of restoring the iron work to former
glories!

I will endeavour to keep members informed as the
process progresses.

Now used as gate posts, these battered pieces of

wrought ironwork are thought to have come from the

bowling green in Wanstead Park, which was part of

George London's baroque garden layout. On stylistic

grounds, they have been attributed to Jean Tijou, a

Huguenot iron-worker who may have trained at

Versailles and was active in England between c.1689-

1710. He was responsible for the magnificent railings

and gates at Hampton Court.

We are delighted that the Golf Club is looking at

restoring them.

Octoberfest
On 20 October the Friends staged a successful lecture

and walk as part of Redbridge Libraries' "OctoberFest"

programme of community events. On the theme "The

Hidden Wanstead Park", the event consisted of an

orientation meeting at Wanstead Library, where

committee member Richard Arnopp gave a half-hour

talk to an audience

Saturday 20 October
Guided Walk by the Friends
of Wan stead Parklands

colourful and

sometimes

scandalous

owners, the two

famous houses

which successively

stood there, the

once fabled

gardens and the

estate's sad end in

the 1820s.

Meet us for a guided walk given by
the Friends of Wan stead Parklands. See
hidden features of historic Wanstead
Park including the site of the gardens
of the old house on the grounds of
Wanstead Golf Club. This is not usually
open to the public. We'll also go to the
stables of the former house and then to
St Mary's Church.

Admission: (Donationto the Friendsplease)
TIme: llam to lpm
Venue: Meet inside Wanstead Library
Enquiries: 020 8708 7400

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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The talk was followed by a walk to Wanstead golf course upkeep of our local environment. We hope to see lots of

to see some features of the historic park which are not new faces next time".

normally open to the public. They then had a tour of

Grade I listed St Mary's Church, built by the Tylney-Long

family in 1790, and saw the former stables of Wanstead

House, which house the golf club. In an unofficial

extension to the event, about half of the group then

went on to the Temple in Wanstead Park, to see an

exhibition chronicling the adventures of "Wicked

William" Pole Tylney Long Wellesley, spendthrift

husband of the estate's last heiress.

Litter pick
Members of the Friends staged a successful litter pick on

28 October. This was the first in what is intended to be a

monthly series of activity days to help spruce up

Wanstead Park.

Over the course of two hours, ten members and

supporters of the group fanned out across the area

around the Temple, and collected an impressive

quantity of items. As well as the expected cans, bottles

and food wrappers, there were several discarded items

of clothing,a blanket, and some mysterious objects

which defied identification. Committee member Richard

Arnopp commented: "the anti-social people who leave

litter in the park appear to have a great fondness for

super-strength lager, which somehow does not come as

a surprise".

Dwight Wood, Chairman of the Friends, led the group of

litter-pickers. He thanked Epping Forest staff for their

assistance, and said: "Everybody who took part thought

it was great fun, and a good way to spend a couple of

hours in enjoyable company, while contributing to the

Over the winter months, the Friends intend to "piggy-

back" on activity days organised by the Wren

Conservation Group. See "Forthcoming Events" for

dates.

Quarterly meetings with the
Superintendent and Director of Open
Spaces
The Friends are very pleased that they have been

offered quarterly meetings with Paul Thomson,

Superintendent of Epping Forest, and Sue Ireland, the

City Corporation's Director of Open Spaces. Two

meetings have taken place so far, and have been

amicable and constructive in tone. Dwight Wood said:

"Our intention is that these regular meetings will mark

the beginning of a new and positive phase in our

relationship with the Corporation".

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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Photography competition
In the last newsletter we announced a Wanstead Park

themed photographic competition. A calendar and

postcards will be produced using the best images, and all

entrants will get personal recognition on our website,

Our website: http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
Contact us: info@wansteadpark.org.uk

Dowsing
On 18 August John Baker, former Chairman of the British

Society of Dowsers, gave a free demonstration of

dowsing in Wanstead Park near the Temple. This event,

which was sponsored by the Friends, aroused a good

deal of interest from visitors.

Events
The Friends have been represented at a number of local

events, including the Wanstead Festival, Music in the

Park, and the annual Car Free Day in Leytonstone.

In December, we will have a stall at "Giving Time for

Others" at IIford Town Hall, an event organised to

showcase voluntary groups in Redbridge. See

"Forthcoming Events" for details.

with a selection of images going on permanent display in

our photo galleries.

Owing to this newsletter being released later than

anticipated, the deadline for entries has been extended

to the end of November. They may be sent in hard copy

or digital format to either:

Dwight Wood: Carlton House, Aylmer Road,

Leytonstone, E1l3AD. 02085394707.

dw@itdoesthejob.com OR

Geoffrey Wilkinson: 84 Nightingale Lane, Wanstead, Ell

2EZ. 020 8530 1244 . gtw@dircon.co.uk

For full details of the competition see
http://tinvurl.com/cj4c4z8

Work in the park
Our wet summer this year has caused vegetation in

Wanstead Park to grow rampantly. We have recently

been pleased to see workmen in the park cutting back

the verges of major paths, as well as some of the

marginal growth around the lakes.

Forthcoming events

3 November 2012 - 27 January 2013

Exhibition: The Beautiful South

Get a keeper's-eye view of the south of Epping Forest.

Venue: The Temple, Wanstead Park. Open Saturdays,

Sundays and Bank Holidays lOam - 3pm from 1 October

2012 until 31 March 2013

24 November

Wanstead Nature Club For children aged 7 to 13.

Contact Gill James on: 02089894898 or Email her at:

gilljames@btinternet.com

http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
mailto:info@wansteadpark.org.uk
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2 December

Wren Group practical work session in Wanstead Park.

Details to be confirmed - contact us if you are

interested.

13 December

"Giving Time for Others" - event showcasing voluntary

groups in Redbridge. Venue: IIford Town Hall. Times to

be confirmed.

20 December

Wanstead Historical Society. FWP Vice Chairman Alan

Cornish on the momentous meeting of Mary and

Elizabeth Tudor at Wanstead in 1553. Wanstead Library

8:00pm.

22 December

Wanstead Nature Club For children aged 7 to 13.

Contact Gill James on: 02089894898 or Email her at:

gilljames@btinternet.com [Note: meetings are held

monthly, but this appears to be the latest confirmed

date]

6 January

Wren Group practical work session in Wanstead Park.

Details to be confirmed - contact us if you are

interested.

3 February

Wren Group practical work session in Wanstead Park.

Details to be confirmed - contact us if you are

interested.

17 February

Free guided walk in Wanstead Park. See website or

follow @FWP2009 on Twitter for additional details

nearer the time.

22 February

Wanstead Historical Society. Local historian Greg

Roberts on the attempt by William Pole Tylney Long

Wellesley to exclude the public from Wanstead Park in

1813. Wanstead Library 8:00pm.

21 April

Free guided walk in Wanstead Park. See website or

follow @FWP2009 on Twitter for additional details

nearer the time.

16June

Free guided walk in Wanstead Park. See website or

follow @FWP2009 on Twitter for additional details

nearer the time.

18 August

Free guided walk in Wanstead Park. See website or

follow @FWP2009 on Twitter for additional details

nearer the time.

20 October

Free guided walk in Wanstead Park. See website or

follow @FWP2009 on Twitter for additional details

nearer the time.

GIVING. TIME
. .

FOR OTHERS
\JOLlIM££RfNQ FAfR

Thursday 13th
December
11am-4pm

IIford Town Hall
Hosted by tne Mayor of Redbridge

cur Muhammed Javed

Volunteer

50 local organisations providing
information about what they .

do in Redbridge!COkE ALONG AND. LEARN
kO~!

VOLLlNTE£RJNG "volunteennq is a great way to feel
OPPOlCflJNfTlES! more involved in the community, meet

new people, support a cause you care
about, develop SkillSand experience &

get references."

/I'

RedbridgeCVS ~''''''~M " .•
RedbridgeIC
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